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Prevention zone in place in response to Avian Flu cases
 An Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) has been put in place across the whole of England following two confirmed cases of Avian Flu in Worcestershire and Wrexham.
 The AIPZ was announced on Wednesday 3 November and means that it is now a legal requirement for all bird keepers, regardless of the number of birds they keep, to follow strict biosecurity measures to protect their birds from Avian Inluenza (Bird Flu).
 The national Avian Influenza Prevention Zone means that bird keepers all across the country must: 
· Keep domestic ducks and geese separate from other poultry.
· Ensure the areas where birds are kept are unattractive to wild birds, for example by netting ponds, and by removing wild bird food sources.
· Feed and water your birds in enclosed areas to discourage wild birds.
· Minimise movement in and out of bird enclosures.
Clean and disinfect footwear and keep areas where birds live clean and tidy.
· Reduce any existing contamination by cleansing and disinfecting concrete areas and fencing off wet or boggy areas.
· Keep free ranging birds within fenced areas, and that ponds, watercourses and permanent standing water must be fenced off (except in specific circumstances e.g. zoo birds).
Additional requirements apply to keepers of over 500 birds.
“This is a time of year when the risk of Avian Influenza spreading among wild and commercial flocks is greatly increased due to bird migration. While there have not been any cases found in Rutland, it’s important that anyone with flocks of kept birds – large or small – adheres to the requirements of the national prevention zone.” Councillor Lucy Stephenson, Cabinet Member for the Environment at Rutland County Council
The prevention zone will be in place until further notice and will be kept under regular review.
Poultry keepers and members of the public should report dead wild birds to the Defra helpline on: 03459 33 55 77.
Keepers should report any suspicion of disease to APHA on: 03000 200 301.
Further Avian Influenza guidance, for both bird keepers and members of the public, can be found online at: www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu.
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