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Rutland mosaic discovery 

Historic England announced on Thursday 25 November that a nationally significant archaeological site has been identified in the County, which will be designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 
A Roman villa complex containing a rare mosaic was discovered beneath a farmer’s field in Rutland in 2020. The mosaic is the first example in the UK displaying scenes from Homer’s The Iliad, and one of only a handful from across Europe. It is considered one of the most remarkable and significant Roman mosaics ever found in Britain. The site was discovered by the landowner’s son and has been investigated by archaeologists from the University of Leicester, working in partnership with Historic England and local heritage volunteers. 
Rutland County Council is working with Historic England to ensure this incredible find can be enjoyed and understood by future generations, and that we can make the most of the potential the site holds. We have already been in discussions with the National Lottery Heritage Fund to explore whether a funding bid can be submitted, and will be assessing the various options over the next few months. 
The site is in private ownership, and clearly must be preserved for future generations, but there are many creative options which we hope to work through with heritage specialists to bring the discovery to life. We understand a further excavation is planned for next year which may reveal even more about the whole site. 
Jen Browning, who directed the excavations, will be explaining about the discoveries at a free Zoom talk next Thursday, 2nd December at 7.30pm. 
Places can be booked at: 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-rutland-roman-villa-project-tickets-210571664517. 
The location of the site is now on the Heritage Listing site, which gives the site legal protection. 
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